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Abstract Ten years have passed since the start of ex
situ conservation of endangered Deep Bodied Bitterling
Acheilognathus longipinnis in the Kiso River, and the
organizational changes and conservation activities of related
organizations were summarized in a time series during that
period, success factors were considered, and remaining issues
were extracted. As of 2020, the conservation activities of
the deep bodied bitterling, which started from the ex situ
conservation as a starting point, have progressed to in situ
conservation, dissemination and enlightenment, research, and
the critical situation of this species has been avoided at all.

We emphasized genetic management in ex situ conservation,

and planned and practiced individual exchange between
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multiple facilities based on genetic diversity at the time
of introduction of the founder, and worked on breeding
in captivity. As a result, we maintained a breeding group
that was genetically equivalent to wild groups, and
supplemented a part of the breeding group in October 2018,
The establishment (breeding) of released bitterlings has not
been confirmed by subsequent monitoring, but the relevant
organizations gained valuable experience and knowledge. As
the conservation of this species is advanced, research also
progressed, and ecological knowledge of this species as a
floodplain fish species was obtained.
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