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Abstract We compared plant community and vegetation
in paddy fields in two farming methods: “White Stork-
Friendly Farming Method” and “Conventional Farming
Method” to clarify the ecological effects of environmen-
tally friendly farming method at four sites in central
Japan. It was turned out that the number of plant species
and the cumulative vegetation coverage of weeds were
both larger in “White Stork-Friendly Farming Method”
than in “Conventional Farming Method”. Meanwhile, veg-
etation in paddy fields in “White Stork-Friendly Farming
Method” differed largely among sites. This is probably
caused by presence/absence of artificial winter flooding
and/or difference in serial farmwork by farmers.
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