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Abstract In this paper I describe the history of extinc-
tion and the fruit of reintroduction of the Oriental White
Stork in Tajima District, central Japan. Theory of sci-
ence is indispensable to reintroduction. As ecology of
this species is not well known, reintroduction was prac-
ticed using the method of adaptive management. Scien-
tific analysis on the reintroduced population whose
members are banded almost completely evidenced that
this species has territory defended by pairs all the year
round and young birds form an underworld. And some
but important social misunderstandings on its ecology,
e.g. degree of harm to rice plant, preferable food, nest
location, were dispelled by science. The reintroduction
project is going into the stage of reforming a meta-pop-
ulation structure within Japan. Problem and its solution,
especially on availability of food in rice-agricultural
ecosystem are discussed also.
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