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Abstract Capturing technique is a precondition of
retrieving and banding individuals for management of
birds in the reintroduction project. In this paper, we
described the conditions of three methods for capturing
the reintroduced Oriental White Storks: using 1) a net
launcher, 2) a temporary cage and 3) a large permanent
cage, to compare efficiency and safety in capturing. The
method using a net launcher could be installed at a limited
space due to its small size, light weight and high portabil-
ity, but it was impossible to capture more than one indi-
vidual at once in this method, indicating low capturing
efficiency. The method using a temporary cage enabled us
to capture two or more individuals at once, but the setting
site of the cage was limited. The method using a large
permanent cage also enabled us to capture two or more
individuals at once without time-consuming preparation,
but the capturing site was specific to the area where the
cage existed, such as in the breeding center and the releas-
ing station. On the other hand, all of three methods
resulted in high success with safety in capturing the
storks. Each method had its own advantage in installation
conditions and capturing efficiency. Therefore, it is adap-

tive to choose one or two methods suitable for the topo-
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graphical condition of capturing site and the status of the
storks.
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Fig. 1. A net launcher for capturing: net casting device launched
with gas (AL TYPEII-S with a string, Nippon koki Co., Ltd.).
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Fig. 2. The moment of capturing a stork with a net launcher.
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Fig. 3. A sketch of a temporary cage for capturing.
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Fig. 5. Permanent cages in the breeding center (left) and the releasing station (right) for capturing.
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Table 1. Requirements and limitations of the three capturing methods.
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Table 2. The results of capturing by the three methods.
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